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Plant Life Cycle--Annual/Perennial/Biennial –  
 A plants lifecycle is how long it takes to grow, flower and set seed. Each type of plant has a different 
length of lifecycle. 
Annual plants live for one growing season. They grow flowers and set seed and die in a year. One way 
to help remember it is annual also means yearly and so the plants live for one year. Examples: 
marigolds, petunias and tomatoes 
Biennial plants are plants that require two years for their life cycle. They grow (produces leaves) the 
first year and in the spring  grow again and bloom and set seeds the second year. Examples: parsley, 
carrots and foxglove 
Perennial plants continue to grow for several years. They grow, flower and set seeds many years. Each 
spring they send up new shoots and grow and bloom. Examples: Daisy, Black-eyed Susan, and Roses. 
Some perennials, such as the moonflower, are considered tender perennials, where they will only 
continue to grow year after year in certain planting zones. You could look through a seed catalog and 
find the different types of flowers. Cut out and glue pictures into Types of Plants Tab Book 
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