
 

 

21. President: Chester Alan Arthur 

Served: 1881-1885 

Party: Republican 

Born: Oct 5, 1829, Vermont (although he claimed it was 1830) 

Died: Nov 18, 1886, New York 

First Lady:  His sister, Mary Arthur McElroy, served as hostess and helped  

  raise his daughter 

Wife: Ellen Lewis Herndon (d. 1880), Children: William Lewis  

Herndon (died age 2), Chester Alan II, Ellen Hansbrough Herndon 

Pre-presidency: Was a Principal 

   Lawyer 

   Served as Vice President under Garfield 

Events in Presidency: Became President after the death of Garfield 

   Redecorated the White House before moving in, 

Rutherford  

Hayes bought 2 wagonloads of furniture from the White 

House  

 Post-presidency: Couldn’t get enough support to run for Senate like he  

    Intended 

    Died of a brain hemorrhage 

 

22. President: Grover Cleveland 

Served: 1885-1889, 1893-1897 

Party: Democrat 

Born: Mar 18, 1837, New Jersey 

Died: June 24, 1908, New Jersey 

First Lady:  Frances Folsom, Children: Ruth, Esther, Marion, Richard Folsom, 

Francis Grover 

Pre-presidency: Lawyer 

   Sheriff in Erie County, New York 

   Mayor in Buffalo, New York 

   Governor of New York 

Events in Presidency (1st term): Married his wife, Frances, while in the  

     White House 

Between terms: Returned to law practice in New York 

Events in Presidency (2nd term): Economic panic of 1893 

     Had secret surgery to remove a malignant  

     tumor in his upper palate 

Post-presidency: Returned to New Jersey and was a trustee at Princeton  

   University 

Namesakes:  $1000 bill 

Trivia:   His wife, Frances, was the youngest First Lady at age 21 



 

 

23. President: Benjamin Harrison 

Served: 1889-1893 

Party: Republican 

Born: Aug 20, 1833, Ohio 

Died: Mar 13, 1901, Indiana 

First Lady: Caroline Lavinia Scott (d. 1892), Children: Russell Benjamin,  

  Mary Scott (Mamie)  

  Mary continued the roll of First Lady after her mother died 

Pre-presidency: Lawyer 

   Senator from Indiana 

Events in Presidency: Started the annexation of Hawaii 

Post-presidency: Married widow Mary Scott Lord Dimmick, niece of his  

   deceased wife, Children: Elizabeth 

Namesake:  Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indianapolis, IN 

Trivia:  Known as “Centennial President” because he was president 

during  

  the 100th anniversary of the inauguration of Washington 

  Only president who was the grandson of a previous president 

  Harrison had electricity installed in the White House 

 

24. President: Grover Cleveland (re-elected) 

   

 

25.  President: William McKinley, Jr. 

Served: 1897-1901 

Party: Republican 

Born: Jan 29, 1843, Ohio 

Died: Sept 14, 1901, New York 

First Lady: Ida Saxton 

Pre-presidency: Governor of Ohio 

Events in Presidency: McKinley Act – high tariffs 

   Treaty of Paris – acquired Guam, Puerto Rico and the  

   Philippine Islands 

   Shot twice by Leon Frank Czolgosz and seemed to be  

   recovering, but later died 

Namesakes:  Mount McKinley, Alaska 

   $500 bill 

   William McKinley National Memorial, Canton, OH 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

26. President: Theodore Roosevelt 

Served: 1901-1909 

Party: Republican 

Born: Oct 27, 1858, New York 

Died: Jan 6, 1919, New York 

First Lady:  Edith Kermit Carow (2nd wife), Children: Alice (1st wife), Ted,  

  Kermit, Ethel, Archie, Quentin 

Pre-presidency: Loved studying animals and was an outdoorsman 

   Colonel in the Navy 

Governor of New York 

Served as Vice President under McKinley 

Events in Presidency: Became President after the death of McKinley 

   Building of the Panama Canal 

Post-presidency: Went on an African safari doing research for the  

   Smithsonian and the American Museum of Natural History 

Campaigned against Taft for the Republican nomination 

for President in 1913, but lost 

   Attempted assassination while campaigning – Bullet went  

   through eye glasses case and his speech 

   Went one to deliver the speech, while bleeding, before  

going to the doctors 

Went on expedition in South America where he contracted  

malaria 

Trivia:   First President under constant Secret Service protection 

   First President to invite a colored man, Booker T.  

   Washington, into the White House 

   First President to ride in an airplane 

   Quote “Speak softly and carry and big stick.” 

Namesake:  Teddy Bear, after he refused to a bear during a hunt in  

   Mississippi 

   Nickname – Teddy – even though he disliked the name 

   Mount Rushmore 

   Submarine and aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt 

 

 

 

 

   



 

27. President: William H Taft 

Served: 1909-1913 

Party: Republican 

Born: Sept 15, 1857, Ohio 

Died: Mar 8, 1930, Washington, D.C. 

First Lady: Helen (Nellie) Herron 

Pre-presidency: Assistant Prosecutor of Hamilton County, Ohio 

   Collector for the IRS 

   Judge of Ohio Superior Court 

   Professor of Constitutional Law at University of Cincinnati 

   First Governor – General of the Philippines 

Events in Presidency: Income taxes collection becoming part of the 16th  

   amendment to the Constitution 

Post-presidency: Chief Justice 

Trivia:   First President buried at Arlington National Cemetery 

   7th inning stretch owed to Taft: during the 7th inning of a  

   game, he stood up to stretch and everyone else followed 

    

28. President: Woodrow Wilson 

Served: 1913-1921 

Party: Democrat 

Born: Dec 28, 1856, Virginia 

Died: Feb 3, 1924, Washington D.C. 

First Lady:  Ellen Louise Axson (d. 1914); Children: Margaret Woodrow,  

   Jessie, Eleanor R., Edith Bolling Galt 

Pre-presidency: Was a preacher’s kid 

   Took classes at Princeton University, but withdrew for  

   health reasons 

   Practiced law 

   Taught at Princeton University, later promoted to 

President 

   Was governor of New Jersey    

Events in Presidency: Wife died in 1914; he remarried in 1915 

   Federal Reserve Act passed – one government owned  

   central bank 

   Struggled to keep America out of World War 1, until his  

   second term in 1917 

   Oct. 1919, suffered a stroke that left him almost totally  

   incapacitated – This was kept from the public by his wife 

Post-presidency: Retired to a home in Washington D.C. where he later died  

   in 1921 

Namesakes:  Home in Washington, D.C. now a museum, the Woodrow  

   Wilson House and the $100,000 bill 



    

29. President: Warren Gamaliel Bancroft Winnipeg Harding 

Served: 1921-1923 

Party: Republican 

Born: Nov. 2, 1865, Ohio 

Died: Aug 2, 1923, California 

First Lady: Florence Kling 

Pre-presidency: Owned a newspaper 

   Married Florence against her father’s wishes 

   Senator from Ohio 

Events in Presidency: Established the Bureau of Veteran Affairs, meeting the  

   needs of those who served in the armed forces 

   Peace treaties signed officially ending World War 1 

   Planned a “Voyage of Understanding”, making his way  

   across the country to talk with ordinary people. 

   On his way back from Alaska, became sick.  Died in   

   California  

Namesakes:  Harding Memorial in Marion, Ohio 

 

30. President: (John) Calvin Coolidge, Jr. 

Served: 1923-1929 

Party: Republican 

Born: July 4, 1872, Vermont 

Died: Jan 5, 1933, Massachusetts 

First Lady:  Grace Goodhue: Children: John and Calvin, Jr. 

Pre-presidency: Practiced law 

   Governor of Massachusetts 

   Vice President of US under Harding 

Events in Presidency: Became President after the death of Harding 

   Son, Calvin, Jr., developed an infection in his foot and later  

   died 

Post-presidency: Published an autobiography 

   Had a column in a newspaper title “Calvin Coolidge says” 

   Died of a heart attack 

Trivia:   Nicknamed “Silent Cal” 

   Wife, Grace, had a pet raccoon named Rebecca   

   Inauguration was the first heard on radio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


