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The Underground Railroad was a network of safe 
places, called “stations,” for runaway slaves to 
stop on their way to freedom in the North.  It 
went all the way to Canada. 

Nicknamed “Moses,” 

Harriet Tubman 

was probably the 

most famous 

“conductor” helping 

on the Underground 

Railroad.  She 

helped over 50 

slaves escape to 

freedom.  Harriet 

was a runaway 

slave. 

Follow the drinking gourd, 
Follow the drinking gourd, 
For the old man is waiting for to carry 
you to freedom 
If you follow the drinking gourd 

 
When the sun comes back and the first 
quail calls, 
Follow the drinking gourd, 
For the old man is waiting for to carry 
you to freedom 
If you follow the drinking gourd 

 
The riverbank will make a very good road, 
The dead trees show you the way, 
Left foot, peg foot traveling on, 
Following the drinking gourd. 
 
The river ends between two hills, 
Follow the drinking gourd, 
There's another tree on the other side, 
Follow the drinking gourd. 


